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"The whole house is hand-

itu'l:c__ d-plastered,”

says Cyndee. “Becauseof how

the sun hits.the son 4

facing walls, we hod b
all the stucco on before fioon.. . . = 7 d
50 John and [ and three of our T
good friends were out here

at 5 a.m, stuccoing—and we

finished exactly at noon!”




yodee and  John

MeDxaniels hoome rises

oait of the ground ke

a small rock farma-

tion, its walls reaching
$k'|1'-.ll'd AIId dl'.'l.i.\'l.-r.lll.g 'I.'i.i,!'l'a'ﬁ l:lr LT
mountains. Perched atop a liff, the
carth-colored -il:ll.'lk'll,!l'ﬂ}'ll_' house seems
like a natural setting for two avid rock
climbers whe never thought they'd put
dewn roots, bl M:-l:lghl to tread Ii_g]ltl._'!.
on the land when they fimally did.

After driving down a series of namow
coumtry roads to Crooked River Ranch
in Tersebonne, Ore, vou poll up to a
Sl:l:l!|l'|~.'|:hlur||-xl::|:lu hasme, an u:uddit}-
in Central Oregon, where nouwveanx
Craftsman designs dominate. The tous
begims, appropriately enough, at a front
door made from desert cypress and
otlver wood recyveled from old mission
buildings in Mexico. The MceDaniels
designed the door, which was made by
a company just south of Guadalajara.
The: door—like the house—is impressive
wihout being overwhelming.

“Someone drove by and said, °
really like the color of vour house—it
looks like dirt!™ says John. “And we
took that as an important compliment,
that we'd achieved dirt, We wanted
the house to blend in and disturh the
lamd as little as possible.”

The lack of impact was more than
just visnal, Constructed |;|r£__\-|_'|}' of
recyeled, remewable and wontoxic
materials, the house uses very little

rtil::gr

“Someone drove by and
said, ‘I love the color of your
house—it looks like dirt,” says John.
“We took that as an important
compliment, that we'd
achieved dirt.”

while the

thanks o ils
passive solar design, efficient
appliances and radiant-heat system,
Mative landseaping and a mainwater-
catchment system reduce water use,
even in summer's hottest months.

“It was a priority to build this way
because it's part of our core values of
how we believe we should live on this
earth,” Cyndec says. “Being climbers,
rock and mountain people who enjoy
bemg close to the carth, we didn't
want to harm it in any way.”

THE MCDANIELS KNOW WELL
eviery hit of material that went into
the house because they built it
themselves. After |:::|:||u:ring_ @ mm-
ber of alternative |:||.|i||:ti||g makerials,
the couple opted to build with Ras-
tra. which is made from 85 percent
recyeled polystyrene. The stackable,
|I:ig|'l|:;‘ insaalated product is in-filled
with vertical and horzontal rebar and
then filled with concrete, Subcontrac-
tors handled the concrete foundation,
the roof, Sheetrock and insulation,

FIRST FLOOR

.

RIWING
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VMeDaniels
handled just about EVETY-
thing else themselves (including
Htil’.‘kiﬁg. Fi“iﬁg and ]:ll:u!erl'llﬁ; thie
Rastra walls). “The house is :rl;'ip":t'
massaged by human hands, result-
ing in a lot of positive energy in the
house.” says Cyndee. “Throughout
the process we had family and friends
who generously gave us their time
and ht]p-:.d uis basild this house,”

While the idea of building your
own house sounds daunting, the
process came tather naturally to the
couple. Though his background is
1] tl1gi.l|1n’."rl':||:_;. _|1:-|‘||| has worked as
a carpenter on amd off since college.
Cyndee, a registered nurse who spe-
cializes in community health and
geriatrics, grew up in homes that her
parents builk themselves while, at the
same time, raising four children.

“l can remember being 10 vears
ald and moving into the first house
that my parents built,” says Cyndee,
“Beang ravsed with that, [ wasn't afraid
by Bonald this howse ourselves.”

SECOND FLOOR

CUEST
L]

“We planted all the areas
around the house with
native grasses that we

transplanted from else-
where on our property,”
says Cyndee, with John
and Brogan. The fromt

door is a custom design
butlt in Mexico from desert
cypress and framed in rustic
timbers salvaged frem an
old Spanish mission.



"1 love how light it is inside Cyndee
and John's home—and how open it is
to the outside,” says architect Cheryl
Heinrichs, “I also like that they're
minimalists: There is a purpose for
every room, window, shelf, cupboard
and stick of furniture.” Brogan
lounges on ceramic tile from Color
Tile. The rug is a souvenir from a

trip to Bolivia. The dining table

and chairg are from Dania.

_____-—-—-"

I'he MeDanicls' had help from a
crow of Limily members awd Iricids
whio came back time atler Lime 1o
hielp thesm Ly pipe, bend rebar and
patl i1 Buebing bor the baoiie’s rodicinl
weal svsbem. Most of the stueco
g il |'|.|-I-r| IE Wik handled al
ST OO prarbags ':.'||I'|!.'I..- II.:|; LU LT
constant source of support and o majos

comibribwbor, helping them dig ditches

i Blisterine 95 degree heat

Al il HNc CcRcTfy |||| hard work
il mlo bunlding the house giave
Cwvtider and Joli, who share e

licmmse witly Brespran, their S-vear-olel
pisldeny relriever, o sense ol owner
Wlop it goes far beyowd halding
the title 1o 1he progerit “Novii leel
proaud of i and vou koow every gl
of 18" Jehin savse “You can remember
the day vou built that wall. There

1
wosnch sebisdaction o sitfimg back

A . 7 1 -\..-

gl 2 .

Cyrded and John MeDanked designed and Bl
5 in 2001, Bafons e Llclingg e nesCally
Iaxen hold. Hee's a paak af soma of 1he aco

friancihy fectunss ol put 1ham ahebd of 1he Cures,

The ConServ refrigarator: Tha MeDaniel” Scan.
dinavian-mada Conbary rafriganatar (righd) is fol
only anargy efficient. it's mode from ecyclad
stoinless steel. The fridge includes a baullk-in con
denser o0 lower eneigy consumplian, uses no
frecn and is spacially sediad to aliow for quist and
ultro-efficient opsaration, “It eeps food oy fresh
and only costs about #2 per month to run,® soys
Cyndea, “But it waos hard 1o find: We did a lof of
reseaich and ended up ordedng it over the nfedr-

reat frorm Ol Montona in Stevensule, Mont, ond hondng F shipped nes.”

The rainwater-collection !'l'!-"ﬂ'l'l'l'. The McDonlels embroced roinvwater
cotchment, on ancient proctos thot & stll pravalant in Lofin Amenca
and Az, Their homa's imnoitops hove a .\_".II'*I'-'“"T slopse hot allowss nain
witer to fall off into canales (spoufs that prafrude fram the roof), which
than Jodhvae it 10 BOD-gallon stock tanks, whans it's stomed and lotar used

T il g the native plonts in the yord suemounding 1he howss

The bambod Moaring: The varlcal-groin LomDoo Noor covenng The
nowse's stovcasa and second siory is harestad rom mondaged growith
ar@as i Chind, whood it egrows aftér i's cut, The Dombog is horwastad
gy Sh yaars from Tha zama plont, and s a hadern wood Ihon Bath red
aak and ek mapls, "WHReD Wil waie BullcEng tha houss, Tmbanseass i
Seattla hod just startad importing Barmibod,” $ays John, “Wa hod o Rowve
it shippad down hane bocouse nobody in Contral Oregon carmiad i

it amaing how he indwsiry has changed Since fhen.,”

The insulation: When the McDanlals wena looking for something to il
thair walls. eco-friendly cotlon msulation wasn't available. "Bul Cwens
:r_'urr..r'g heed just came out with a fgw formoldabycie-lras fibargloss

=

insulation.” says Cyndeea, “which af that fime was urhadnd of —E.D

=REEM LIVIEG i
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The McDaniels’ home is flooded with natural light and filled with natural materfals. The master bathroom (above left) fea-
tures a tub set in limestone and a door that opens to the outside, The entry (obove right) includes a staircase with bamboo
treads and an 1900-era upright plane that's been in Cyndee’s family since she was a child. The breezeway and back patio
{below) overlook the couple’s 5-acre spread, including a rustic firepit made from stones they found on the property.
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ik ”The way the decks
’ step down and the paths c
'ﬁrnum:l the house through the

Foven on the hoblest dayvs,
the hoaase sbivs b abowl 840

dlegrees, no niatler o Tugh

the mercury rises onbside r lanﬂSEE].'l'll'lg makes t.hE hnuse
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lhe strwell i the center L very EﬂnnEl:tEd to th‘E lal‘ld
: says Heinrichs.

al e liovise creabes g ™ r:-:-|||||_;
lowver” Farst Dooe winebons which
awnings shield, weak witly the operable
skylighits to pall i cool wir while letting
e dir cscape. S Gim between the bwo
skovlizlits aidls the process

I'he ||:|I|.1|l. imsulated w |||l. lie i:l_l
thi= heal e aml -.'IH-|III'_'_ floris, and
miake an alvesdy LTI raliiral s llniig
even gquicker, “IF we had « ;
baild with stanadard stick-comnstiruc L,
during skorms (he noise Teong lse wing
wonld be very bowd.” savs Jolm. “Ax
it is, our house is like g forires of g

bainker—we don® hear a thang,”™

CREATING A MOMNTOMNIC HOME
wias anoblicr comcern for tag |4-|||'-|r.-
Cyndee, whose job entails teaching
alvonl covitennmental air pollution,

was particalarly passionate about

kg prodocts that were free of

harmiul clemncals, This wasnl e
fisi the MlelXnmels, who were design-
ing their ome e 2000, when such
|1|-|-:i|u b5 wWieTl is.lnl Eo fre L dowm

“We'd call $o ask sihoast o |IIIH|III.| aaml
i, “We're building o house, Whisl ane
the meredients i this product and is
there & nontoxie allermative?
Cyvmdee, = That became o commmnn eois
versitsm. ' look af the ingredsenids and
sy, ™o, this won't work” Uin a com
vty health svimse and P oot goang
lor ok foines inde Bhe covirmpnent tha
can cattse asthima ool il ’

she eventuelly tracked down #ero
VOIS paints and Bermvildehyde-Teee
insulation, as well as lormuldelbyde
tree b nring

It Mellpmels soved mioesey wisemn
they conild. They used EERE X TSNy
cerammie tile an the main Moor and
skipped the Japancse soaking tul in
Faverr of a less expensive fiberglass soak
i bk, Bat they splorged on somm
of the interior finishes, such as e

limestome that lines the mader hath

GREEM LINING 2004

oy cilsnets i the kitchen gl

master bath, ang the bamboo flooginge
that tops the stors amd the floors o
e offce and roeHn upesbirs

Ve greatest however, & the
liimiaie ||r-|'-.||.||1|l. o nabome |-|r|.‘|-_ Sy E-
o aned shiding glass dooes i the liv-
ing el cinng
Il open oato o deck, which pro-
vidkes extra Invang space i the warmer
montha, A porkal (a o
area Waak oles acks s o Brerpewa [
vidles oovernee during rainstorms, when
Hir |.|\||:-1|_ likes boosat by o fore b Wlseir
bunilt-in firep#t and watch the Tigltoing
Froam the deck, they can see M. Jefler-
son. Thiee Fingered Jack, Black Butie,
M Washington, the Three Sisters,
Broken Top and M Bachelos

"l decss it ab sarvaig leveds so el
can sit on the lower level, amld when
Vol are iskde voun o see over Hem
lex Thie |l|.|l1|- maml the views, BIVH He
el “md e wim the decks slep w1
annd hve pathes cuirve arounsd the house
throwighy the maturl Lawdscapne nakes
the lamise el connegded 1o the Lind

Wiall this spectacular selting pul
an ened fo e MelJamiels' wanderninge
wavs? [oir ] Bet on b, T hev aee alreads
making plans for the next phase
ther lile, which includes more globe-
Irasltange i, [ rL.||:--., creating cartls-
fricnedly | s Bor oty

“This vwas our creative endeavor
ard we |I|I!:!¢|' lan B |||_ re or A '!II1 B
timne,” Cvndee sovs, “Hopefully we'll
teach people that vou can build s
hase thats carth-frendb and ene EEy-
cthicient, evem if voure nod rech.

"But,” she adds with a smile, gasing
ol the wall of windows toward the
SRy :I-'.-1|-.'- in the distinee, “everyv-
thing is open. Who knows what wall

|'|.I'|'-|'|| m fomorroa T Il

Soon after they bought their land,

the McDaniels built caimns to hnl.r.l i
sticks on which they hung T'I-b&u'l i
prayer flags. “We wanted to get M
energy coming in," sags 'Ej'rlﬂhﬁ i'£
also burned juniper (o say thank" jod |
you to the land and promised we .~
would be good proteethrs-of i

Black Butte rises in the distance
behind the couple's back pl:rl'-l.'l':,
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